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What do leaping lords, French hens, swimming swans, and especially the partridge who won't come 
out of the pear tree have to do with Christmas? 

 

From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith openly. 
Someone during that era wrote this carol as a catechism song for young Catholics. It has two levels of 
meaning: the surface meaning plus a hidden meaning known only to members of their church. Each 
element in the carol has a code word for a religious reality which the children could remember. 
 

 The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ. 
 

 Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments. 
 

 Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love. 
 

 The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke & John. 
 

 The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the first five books of the Old Testament. 
 

 The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation. 
 

 Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit--Prophesy, Serving, 
Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy. 
 

 The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes. 
 

 Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit--Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, 
Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self Control. 
 

 The ten lords a-leaping were the ten commandments. 
 

 The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples. 
 

 The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief in the Apostles' Creed. 
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GCGS Deaths for September, October, November 2017 

 
Editors Note: This listing shows the deaths from the obituaries of three newspapers  (Oxford Public 
Ledger, Butner/Creedmoor News, Henderson Dispatch) for the specified time. Names are listed as they 
appear in the papers. Their listed age, whether they were Buried or Cremated (many people would be 
looking for a tombstone and gravesites with burials, but with cremations they need to look for a death 
certificate or an obit). The date of death and parents if listed. Some Funeral Homes do not list the parents. 
 
Allen, Beatrice 99 B 10/19/2017  Not listed 
Allen, Jackie Thomas 68 B 11/1/2017  William Presley & Margania Wilkerson Allen 
Bailey, Jeffrey Scott 35 B 10/30/2017  Larry Spencer Bailey Sr. & Dagmar Keeton Bailey 
Bailey, Stephanie Willa 61 B 10/3/2017  Nathaniel & Louise Marrow Bailey 
Barksdale, Dolfus Rice 82 B 11/19/2017  Willie Amos & Katie Hancock Barksdale 
Barnes, Carolyn Almond 74 C 9/2/2017  Garland & Nellie Oakley Almond 
Bartlett, Mary Susan White 70 B 9/8/2017  Zacharias Sr. & Josephine Hawkins White 
Bernot, Peter Thomas 91 B 11/1/2017  Peter Augustus & Helen Oleski Bernot 
Blalock, Lois Bullock 86 B 11/9/2017  Ollie O. & Ida Oakley Bullock 
Boone, Brooklyn Shea 16 B 10/18/2017  Bryan & Shelley Boone 
Boswood, Ann Pittard 93 C 8/13/2017  Raleigh Clifton & Martha Davis Pittard 
Bradford, Inell Lyon 86 B 10/4/2017  Lot & Viola Annabell Floyd Lyon 
Brant, Wilson Charles 26 B 11/9/2017  Daniel Michael  Brant & Wendi Overby 
Brewer, Marion Thomas 74 B 10/31/2017  Thomas Edward Brewer & Minnie Alice Elliott 
Brinkley, Al Bryant 88 B 11/5/2017  Not listed 
Brinkley, Ellen McAlister 95 B 10/2/2017  Mamie & Clarence McAlister 
Brooks, Annie M. 70 B 10/19/2017  Not listed 
Brown, Lena Mae Blackwell 94 B 11/7/2017  Charlie & Bertie Parham Blackwell 
Bullock, Carolyn Hobgood 70 B 11/18/2017  Moses & Julia Bailey Hobgood 
Cash, Curtis Todd 43 B 9/4/2017  Curtis Michael & Joyce Keeton Cash 
Cash, Mary Louise Breedlove 102 B 11/12/2017  William Claudius & Mary Chandler Breedlove 
Champion,Dudley-Charles Raymond  
     "Champ" 

70 B 10/27/2017  Sidney C. & Helen Cash Champion 

Cheatham, Ernest 84 B 10/7/2017  John Henry & Pearl Cheatham 
Clayton, Albert Thomas "Tom" 79 C 9/4/2017  Levi & Helen Clayton 
Comer, Lucy Thorpe 77 B 10/17/2017  James & Geneva Green Thorpe 
Cooper, Frances Scott Brown 108 C 8/11/2017  William Scott Brown & Gertrude Simpson Brown 
Daniel, Bobby Julian 84 B 9/19/2017  Samuel & Gladys Hobgood Daniel 
Dean, Alfred "Rat" B. Jr. 87 C 10/23/2017  Alfred Sr. & Hallie Daniel Dean 
DeBause, Mary Ella Satterfield  B 11/11/2017  Charlie F. & Annie R. Satterfield 
Denny, Douglas "Doug" Eulie Jr. 70 B 10/27/2017  Eulie & Mary Elizabeth Blalock Denny 
Diggs, Walter Leroy 69  11/4/2017  Robert Henry Diggs & Bertha Diggs 
Dunne, Daniel J. 99 C 11/9/2017  Not listed 
Easton, Rosemary Dellinger   11/12/2017  E. Stewart & Ruth McClain Dellinger 
Elliott, Peggy Perry 86 B 11/8/2017  Hammond & Mamie Perry 
Evans, Barry Lee 58 B 10/24/2017  William Lee & Bessie Fuller Evans 
Evans, Love Joy Dickerson 84 B 11/22/2017  Roy Booth & Malla Gresham Dickerson 
Faulkner, Monroe T. 25 B 11/2/2017  Barry & Celia Faulkner 
Fields, Charles 65 B 10/3/2017  Mary Ella Fields Puryear 
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Fuller, Cynthia Green 46 C 9/14/2017  James & Barbara Williams Green 
Garcia, Wendy 52 B 9/27/2017  Not listed 
Garrett, Annie Belle Meadows 91 B 10/18/2017  Jessie Cole & Janie Gates 
Garrett, Betty Louise Watson 74 B 10/31/2017  Horace Willard & Edna Hall Watson 
Garrett, Patricia Winters 73 B 9/24/2017  Claude Puckett Winters & Fannie Nelms Winters 
Gowens, Robert Bryan 48 C 10/14/2017  William Obie Gowens & Barbara Turner  
Green, Brenda Hunter 65 B 10/11/2017  Willis & Bertha Day Hunter 
Green, Sadie Mae 78 B 10/29/2017  Ernest Downey Sr. & Ruthie Mae Allen 
Greene, A(gustus) B. Jr. 78 B 9/18/2017  Augustus & Elma Greene 
Grissom, Sarah Ann 75 B 9/19/2017  Charlie Gilbert & Nellie Virginia Grissom 
Gunn, Belinda Craft 63 C 9/23/2017  John & Juanita Mae Craft 
Guthrie, Herbert Carlston 82 C 11/5/2017  Fred & Rosa Wheeler Guthrie 
Harris, Joan K. "Rat" 59 C 11/17/2017  Robert Harris Jr & Addie Frances Betts Harris 
Harris, Mary 68 C 9/23/2017  Lewis & Lucy Parrish Thorpe 
Henderson, Willie "Boweaver" 84 B 10/2/2017  Leman & Gertrude Jeffrys Henderson 
Hester, Bettie Mae 81 B 10/7/2017  Roy & Edna Speed Jones 
Howard, William "Bill" Thomas Jr. 76 B 10/29/2017  William T. Sr. & Alice A. Hester Howard 
Hunter, James M. III 83 B 9/18/2017  James Jr. & Louise Brooks Hunter 
Jones, Charlie Jr. 85 B 11/1/2017  Not listed 
Jones, Dorothy Lamm 80 B 11/13/2017  Cassie Capps Lamm & Waylon Bronson Lamm 
Just, Henri 75 B 11/24/2017  Robert & Marie Zanke 
Keith, Loral Mae 95 B 10/6/2017  Marion & Geneva Carpenter Keith 
Knapp, Ronald Dale 73  11/16/2017  Clarence Caleb & Martha Elizabeth Parker Knapp 
Lawson, Frances Tyrus 103 C 9/19/2017  Lula Fitzgerald & George Tyrus 
Lockett, William H. "Bogie" 86 B 10/26/2017  Not listed 
Long, Marion Tyler  C 11/21/2017  Not listed 
Mangum, Ruby Minor 92 B 11/17/2017  Hughie & Annie Mae Roberts Minor 
Marriot, Frances Jean 56  9/18/2017  Not listed 
Martin, Arthur Ray 66 B 10/18/2017  William Henry Martin Sr. & Lois Davis Martin 
McFalls, Rachel Oakley 72 B 10/15/2017  Steven Wayne (Bill) & Madge Bowling Oakley 
McGhee, James Jr. "Jerry"  72 B 9/1/2017  Frank & Eunice Mae McGhee 
McKeithan, Dana Saundra "Ms. Mac" 64 C 10/28/2017  Aaron Jr. & Ruth Sanders McKeithan 
Moore, May W. 76 C 11/28/2017  Anna H. & Jesse P. White 
Newcomb, Clyde Jackson 78 B 10/31/2017  Andrew Jackson Newcomb & Flossie Grady 
Newton, Virginia Pleasants 84 B 11/6/2017  Sam Jones Pleasants, Mary Watson Pleasants, 

     Charlie Thomas Knott 

Overton, Roger Lee Sr. 81 B 10/12/2017  Harry Lee & Clarice Rogers Overton 
Paro, Cheryl Jackson 55 B 9/7/2017  Kenneth Eugene Jackson & Jackie Gallant 
Pettiford, Nathan "Boot" 68 C 11/24/2017  William & Hallie Henderson Pettiford 
Phillips, Alondra Ashley 16 B 9/30/2017  Alison Maria Peterson & Anduan Phillips 
Powell, Julia (Judy) Rue 90 B 10/27/2017  James Theodore Parham & Helen Hunt Parham 
Proctor, Francis "Frankie" Mathis 68 B 10/17/2017  Sidney Leroy Proctor & Annie Mae Mathis 
Puckett, Jerry Thomas 76 B 9/19/2017  Fred Tilman & Sarah May Owen Puckett 
Ramsay, Carolyn Lydell 74 B 11/23/2017  Leslie D. & Cleta L. Denham 
Ray, Bobbie Estes 83 B 9/27/2017  Robbie & Lizzie Brogden Estes 
Ray, Rebecca M. 87 B 11/26/2017  Theophilous & Pearlie Mae Mingia 
Rayl, Margaret Marie Thorpe 68 B 10/25/2017  Paul Faison Thorpe Sr & Emma Lorena Fitts 
Reed, Tony L. 44 B 11/16/2017  Thelma L. Reed 
Richards, Charles Hamilton 82 B 11/15/2017  Charles Ernest & Annie Rella Murray Richards 
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Roberts, William Dennis 64 B 11/12/2017  Lisborn D. & Queen Ester Boxley Roberts 
Rodwell, Delton 60 C 10/4/2017  John & Stella Moore Rodwell 
Royster, Billy Jr. "Sam" 57 B 11/13/2017  Lois & Billy Royster Sr. 
Royster, Raymond 63 B 10/14/2017  Larry & Bernice Royster 
Royster, Vivian Small 82 B 9/14/2017  James & Mattie Hargrove Small 
Smith, Douglas "Doug" Junior 57 B 11/17/2017  Shirley Mae Smith 
Tabourn, Charity 36 B 9/15/2017  Bernard & Patricia Peace Tabourn 
Taylor, Redmond Hezekiah Jr. 78 B 10/4/2017  Redmond  & Corene Mosley Taylor 
Thornton, Ellis "Dicky Boy" 64 B 9/3/2017  Esther Thornton Terry 
Thorpe, Rufus Lee 65 B 10/20/2017  Sam & Mary Thorpe 
Timberlake, Jerry Jr. 94 B 10/28/2107  Andy & Mae Timberlake 
Todaro, Mary Vernell Campbell 77 B 11/10/2017  George Lee & Ida Irene Elliott Campbell 
Tordoff, Herbert Russell 'Rusty" 53 B 11/2/2017  Betty LaPiere & Gerald Tordoff 
Turner, Jack Linwood 87 B 11/13/2017  William A. & Dovie H. Turner 
Vaughan, Eva C. 88 B 11/22/2017  John & Eva Dorothy Callaway 
Vaughan, Ronald L. 73 C 10/30/2017  Leroy & Effie Bullock Vaughan 
Venable, Delois 81 C 9/26/2017  Henderson & Sallie Morton 
Wagner, Sonya Causey 48 C 10/10/2017  Julian "Buck" Causey & Shirley Beal Pittman 
Watkins, Geraldine "Jerry" Dixon 91 C 11/5/2017  Not listed 
Watson, Rodney Lee 49 B 10/20/2017  John E. Watson, Jr. & Virginia Dean 
Watts, John Franklin 37 B 11/23/2017  Harry Franklin Watts Jr. & Elizabeth Watkins 

    Watts  
West, John Billy 84 B 11/10/2017  Jonah Buck & Annie Belle Smith West 
Wheeler, Vivian Payton Rogers 90 B 9/3/2017  Thomas Edward Rogers & Virgie Wilkerson 
Whitt, Cecile Lynette 67 C 11/27/2017  Homer & Helena Chauvin 
Wilkerson, Arthur "Nookie" 82 B 11/5/2017  Joseph Wilkerson & Lucy Umstead 
Winborn, John Alexander 78 C 9/30/2017  Alexander & Velma Winborn 
Woodlief, Frances Inez Newton 89 C 9/24/2017  Willie Hartwell & Bessie McGee Newton 
Yancey, Otis Graham 75 B 9/29/2017  Walter Otis Yancey & Mary Sue Allgood 

 
 

 
Wish List for North Carolina Room 

 
“Abstracts Of Pittsylvania County, Va., Deeds 1783--1790” by Gayle Austin. 
 
“The Land Tax Lists Of Pittsylvania County, Va., Deeds 1782--1802” by Gayle Austin. 
 
“Free African Americans of North Carolina, Virginia, and South Carolina From the Colonial Period to About 
1820.” Fifth Edition by Paul Heinegg, Two Volumes. 
 
“Edgecombe County, North Carolina Cemeteries, Volume 2” compiled by the Edgecombe County Genealogical 
Society.  
  
“Some Colonial And Revolutionary Families Of North Carolina, Volume I & II”, by Marilu Burch Smallwood. 
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“Dream of a House, The Passions and Preoccupations of Reynolds Price”, by Alex Harris, edited by Margaret 
Sartor.  
“The Teepee, 1974 J. F. Webb High School Annual”. 
 
“From Log Cabins To The White House: A History Of The Taylor Family”, by Mary Tower Brewer. 
 
“North Carolina Doughboys on the Western Front”, by R. Jackson Marshall III. 
 
“Worthy of Record The Civil War and Reconstruction Diaries of Columbus Lafayette Turner”, edited By Kenrick 
N. Simpson 
 
“North Carolina Troops 1861-1865: A Roster, Volume 20, Generals, Staff Officers, and Militia”, edited by 
Matthew Brown and Michael Coffey. 
  
“Below The James Lies Dixie”, by Rouse Parke, Jr. 
 
“Thoroughfare For Freedom, The Second Atlas of the Cumberland Settlements 1779—1804”, by Puryear, 
Masters and Drake. 
 
“Virginia Atlas And Gazetteer” by the Delorme Company. 
 
“The Virginia Regimental Histories Series”-- the North Carolina Room has the 12th, 14th, 15th, 20th, 36th, 37th, 39th, 
59th, Va. Home Guard, Miscellaneous Va., Heavy Artillery, Grimes Battery, Virginia Reserves and VMI Cadets 
regimental books. 
 
“Virginia Deeds, Volume 3, 1777--1779”, by T.L.C. Genealogy. 
 
“Virginia Deeds, Volume 4, 1779--1786”, by T.L.C. Genealogy. 
 
“Afro-American Death Notices from Eastern North Carolina Newspapers 1859-1935” by Barry Munson. 
 
“Abstracts Of Pittsylvania County, Va., Deeds 1783--1790” by Gayle Austin. 
 
“The Land Tax Lists Of Pittsylvania County, Va., Deeds 1782--1802” by Gayle Austin. 
 
“Free African Americans of North Carolina, Virginia, and South Carolina From the Colonial Period to About 
1820.” Fifth Edition by Paul Heinegg, Two Volumes. 
 
“Edgecombe County, North Carolina Cemeteries, Volume 2” compiled by the Edgecombe County Genealogical 
Society.  
 
“The Schoolmaker, Sawney Webb And The Bell Buckle Story”, by Lawrence McMillin. 
 
“Citizens of Halifax County, N. C., and Vicinity 1824-1825” by Barry Munson. 
 
“Growing Up In Pilot [Franklin Co., N.C.]”, by Sylvia Bunn Watkins. 
 
“Smells Like Grandma’s House”, by Sylvia Bunn Watkins. 
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Patricia Esperon is helping research the history of the homes through deeds and old newspaper clippings, but 
mostly interviews with the families. 

Each home will have a one- to three-page description when the project is completed. 

The buildings are recommended for the National Register because of their age, architecture, rarity and condition. 

"All of them are not in the best condition, but they are all salvageable," he said. 

Most are homes, but he also recommends the First National Bank Building in Creedmoor, the early 19th century 
Amis-Dalton Mill (said to be one of the largest mills still standing in Eastern North Carolina), and the Brassfield 
Baptist Church. (Built before the Civil War, the church still has the original interior, including a slave gallery at 
the back on the second floor). 

An old jail, ca. 1890, inside Oxford, still has heavy wooden plank doors and tightly fitted studs in the walls. 

There are two other mills and several churches on the list. 

A section of Red Hill, a plantation house in the northern part of the county, is probably the oldest structure in the 
county, estimated at the late 1770s. But others in the county cannot be dated, Brown said, and could be as old. 

The homes closer to the Virginia border were built first, he said, when people began to migrate down, looking for 
land. 

After the Civil War, the large farmers moved into Oxford and built elaborate homes. The more modest farm 
houses were leased to tenants. 

Within Oxford, "you could teach an architectural history class," Brown said. "Every style that was popular in the 
country over a period of 125 years or more is found along College Street, High Street, Front Street, Spring Street 
and Main Street." 

Some of the more interesting farm houses include the John H. Lawrence House in the Brassfield area, which has 
remained in the same family and is still occupied. 

"It has the original kitchen and smokehouse. It is built on a rise with lots of trees up front. It still retains the 
marbleizing on the interior, where it is painted to look like marble." 

Elmwood, in the Lewis and Gila areas of northern Granville, is "one of the finest Georgian-style residences in the 
Piedmont," he said. It is unoccupied but retains almost all its original finish. 

Abrams Plains, up past Stovall, is already listed on the National Register. The back section was probably built in 
the 18th century. 

Some of the homes have been moved, some with the chimney intact. The Bryan-Kingsbury Home on Goshen 
Street used to stand at the head of Main Street. 

One turn-of-the-century farmhouse was moved 300 to 400 yards by tying a rope around a tree and turning a 
wench. The home was moved gradually over weeks, he said. 
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Other historical research has turned up some ghost stories, including one legend that anyone who wrote in the 
house would cause blood to drip down on the paper. 

Brown said he found out about the legend after he had been inside the house making architectural notes and no 
blood dripped on his paper. The home was owned by the Latta family and built in the early 19th century. 

 

 

Margaret Watson Brummitt – Before death certificates 
by Linda A. Perdue 

Recently, I have been researching one of the children of John Brummitt and Margaret Bethia Bobbitt Brummitt – 
Miss Margaret Watson Brummitt.  Using Ancesty.com, I have found information that provides Margaret’s 
approximate birth date, her marriage as well as several census entries.  I reviewed several different family trees, 
found that no one seemed to have a death date for her – some indicated 1910 – but she is not listed in the 1900 
census and her husband is listed as a widower – so I determined her death must be before the 1900 census was 
taken.  Let’s review what we do know about Margaret. 

The 1870 census lists a Margaret M Brunnott (should be Margaret W Brummitt), age 14, having been born about 
1856.  In the 1870 census she is living with her father’s family in Fishing Creek township of Granville County.  

The household lists: 
John Brummitt, 56 
Margaret R Brummitt, 45 
Thomas J Brummitt, 25 
Ira C Brummitt, 23 
Mary C Brummitt, 19 
John M Brummitt, 17 
Margaret M Brummitt, 14 
Rufus B Brummitt, 13 (My Great Grandfather) 
Dowd E G Brummitt (should be Durell E Brummitt), 6 
Henry A Brummitt, 4 

Ancestry.com accessed by Linda Perdue, November 2017. Year: 1870; Census Place: Fishing Creek, Granville, 
North Carolina; Roll: M593_1139; Page: 177B; Family History Library Film: 552638 

A marriage is found for Margaret Watson Brummitt.  At the age of 17, she married James Howell Pool, 26 on 30 
March 1873 in Granville County. 

Ancestry.com accessed by Linda Perdue, November 2017. Ancestry.com. North Carolina, Marriage Records, 
1741-2011 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2015. 
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Transcription: 

Miss Cora Pool, of Henderson, is visiting relatives in the Clay section and was at the grave 
of her dear mother who died in July last and placed fresh evergreens and flowers upon the 
mound Sunday evening last. 

“Leaves have their time to fall, 

And flowers to wither at the North wind’s breath 

And stars to set – but all, 

Thou hast all seasons for thine own, 

O Death!” 

The oldest child of Margaret Watson Brummitt Pool is Miss Cora Pool.  This little snipet is listed under the 
GRANVILLE GREETINGS – A Grand Sermon – Two Marriages, Personal, Etc. 

If this indicates that her mother “died in July last”, and it is now October – this means she passed away in July 
1893.  No further information has been found at this time, but this is a fairly narrow window for her death based 
on a small newspaper clipping found while searching for family information.   

NOTE: It does appear that many of the family trees on Ancestry are missing this piece of information and have no 
real clue as to when Margaret passed.  This gives a clue, although the burial location may remain a mystery 
without any further information either published or within the immediate family to provide clues. 

If anyone has any further information on Margaret Watson Brummitt with respect to where she may be buried, an 
exact date for her death, or an obituary – please contact Linda Perdue at laperdue@gte.net – thank you in advance! 

 

 

William Robert Kirkland – death 
Compiled by Linda A. Perdue 

William Robert Kirkland is the son of William D. Kirkland and Ann Russell Cawthorn (death certificate, 1860, 
1870, 1880 census entries).  He was born in January 1848 (1900 census entry).  William R. Kirkland died on 
January 12, 1906 in Brassfield township, Granville County, North Carolina. William R. Kirkland had several 
siblings: 
 

1. Caroline Kirkland ( September 27, 1856-January 12, 1906) married Charlie O Jones 
2. Cornelia Kirkland (about 1864 – May 15, 1936). First married Roger S. Jones (died), then married 

Beverly Eakes. 
3. Virginia Ann Kirkland (February 1869 - August 8, 1935) married Rufus B. Brummitt 
4. Charles Kirkland is listed in the 1860 census but does not appear in the 1870 or 1880 therefore it is 

concluded he must have died young but no further evidence has been found yet. 
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Death Records: A Check List of Ten Documents Every Genealogist Should Acquire 
The following article was written by Bill Dollarhide: 

 
Here are ten places to look for a death record. All ten sources should be checked for every ancestor on your 
pedigree chart, and every member of a family on your family group sheet. 

1. Death Certificate. A rule in genealogy is to treat the brothers and sisters of your ancestors as equals. That 
means you need to obtain genealogical sources for all of them. For instance, for every ancestor on your 
pedigree chart, and for every brother or sister of an ancestor, you need to obtain a death certificate (assuming 
they are dead). If there were six siblings in an ancestor’s family, a death certificate for each brother and sister 
will give six different sources about the same parents; places where the family lived; names of spouses; 
names of cemeteries; names of funeral directors; and other facts about a family. If a death certificate for your 
ancestor fails to provide the name of the deceased’s mother, a sibling’s death certificate may give the full 
maiden name. How do you get a death certificate? Go to the www.vitalrec.com site, where every state and 
county is listed, and where you can find out where, when, and how much. Start with a death certificate, 
because the names, dates, and places you will find on a death certificate will always lead you to further 
records. 

Dollarhide’s rule No. 1: Death Certificates are rarely filled in by the person who died. 

2. Funeral record. A death certificate may mention the name and location of a funeral director. Find a current 
funeral home in North America at www.funeralnet.com . This site has the listings from a directory of funeral 
homes called The Yellow Book, a published directory distributed annually to every funeral home in the U.S. 
and Canada. The current funeral home nearest your location will have a copy of The Yellow Book, and if you 
were to stop by and ask to look up another funeral home anywhere in the U.S. and Canada, they would 
probably allow it. Don’t stop there when a funeral is in progress. A funeral record may include names of 
survivors; names of the persons responsible for the funeral expenses; and often, obscure biographical 
information about the deceased not available anywhere else. Modern funeral records are full of genealogical 
information about the person who died and may include copies of newspaper obituaries, death certificates, 
printed eulogies, funeral programs, and other details about the person. A reference to a burial permit, 
cremation, or cemetery can be found here as well. Generally, funeral directors are very easy to talk to and 
they are usually cooperative (they want your family’s business). Even if the old name of a funeral home is not 
listed in a current directory, it should be possible to locate the current funeral home holding the records of an 
earlier one. These businesses rarely go out of business, but are more often taken over by another funeral 
director. If at one time a town had two or three funeral homes, but only one today, the Yellow Book listing is 
still the source for finding the current funeral home in that town, which can lead you to information about the 
older funeral home. Funeral directors are also experts on the location of cemeteries in their area. 

Dollarhide’s rule No. 2: When visiting a funeral home, wear old clothes, no make-up, and look like you have 
about a week to live – the funeral director will give you anything you ask for if he thinks you may be a 
customer soon. 

3. Cemetery Record. If the name of a cemetery is mentioned on the death certificate or funeral record, that 
cemetery is now a source of information about the person who died. There may be a record in the sexton’s 
office of the cemetery, or off-site at a caretaker’s home; and the gravestone inscription may be revealing as 
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well. When you contact a funeral home, ask about the cemetery where the person was buried, and whether 
they have an address or phone number for the cemetery office, or at least know who might be the keeper of 
records for the cemetery. At the same time, ask the funeral director for the names of monument sellers/stone 
masons who cater to cemeteries in the area. As a back-up, a local stone mason may have a record of a 
monument inscription for the deceased’s gravestone. To locate a cemetery anywhere in the United States, a 
special list can be obtained from the United States Geological Survey (USGS) within their Geographic 
Names Information System (GNIS). The GNIS contains the names of over two million place-names (map 
features) in America, of which about 107,000 are cemeteries. The GNIS website is located at 
http://geonames.usgs.gov/. Click on “Domestic Names” to search for any named cemetery. 

Dollarhide’s rule No. 3: The cemetery where your ancestor was buried does not have perpetual care, has no 
office, is accessible only by a muddy road, and has snakes, tall grass, and lots of bugs… and many of the old 
gravestones are in broken pieces, stacked in a corner under a pile of dirt. 

4. Obituary. A newspaper obituary was probably published soon after the person’s death. Old newspapers 
from the town where the person died are usually available at the local public library. They may be on 
microfilm. Find the website for any library in the U.S. at the Lib-Web-Cats site, a directory of libraries 
throughout the world. See www.librarytechnology.org/libwebcats/. If the library responds but says it is 
unable to look for an obituary or make copies for you, then you may need to find a person living in that town 
to go to the library for you. One way to locate such a person is to write to a local genealogical society and ask 
if they know someone who can do a bit of research for you. Most genealogical societies have a volunteer who 
responds to such requests, and there will most likely be a small fee for this service. A good list of American 
genealogical societies is in Elizabeth Petty Bentley, editor, The Genealogist’s Address Book (Baltimore: 
Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 6th edition, 2009). You may also find your genealogy friend on the 
Internet. Do a place search for people involved in genealogy in a particular place near where you need help, 
drop them an E-mail message and promise to do something in exchange for them. A huge collection of 
historic newspaper obituaries are now on the Internet. The largest sites devoted to newspapers are 1) 
www.GenealogyBank.com, and 2) www.newspaperarchive.com. Check also www.cyndislist.com under the 
category “obituaries” for direct links to websites on the Internet specific to actual obituaries transcribed and 
made available in various sites. Also, use www.google.com to search for obituaries with a keyword for a 
place or name of a newspaper, which should provide names, dates, etc., and what may be available. Example 
of keywords in the Google search box, “Obituaries Topeka.” or “Kansas City Star Obituaries.” 

5. Social Security record. If a person died within the last 35 years or so, the death certificate probably 
includes the deceased’s social security number. With or without a person’s social security number, you can 
write for a copy of any deceased person’s original application for a social security card, called a form SS-5. 
Since 1935, virtually every working person in America has applied for a social security account. The Social 
Security Death Index (SSDI) needs to be consulted to see if the person is listed. Most people who died since 
1962 should be listed there. A free online search services can be found as part of the FamilySearch site. See 
The SS Death Index at FamilySearch.org. 

A search in the SSDI can be made by the surname and first name, or adding other options for a date or place 
of an event death. With the name and social security number, you can obtain a copy of the deceased’s 
application (Form SS-5) for a social security account, which was filled in by the person and gives his/her full 
name, date and place of birth, place of residence, name of parents, occupation, and name of employer. 

Dollarhide’s Rule no. 4: A Social Security Form SS-5 is better than a birth certificate because few people had 
anything to do with the information on their own birth certificate. 
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6. Probate Records. Details pertaining to a deceased person’s estate may be located in a county courthouse. 
These records may provide important information about the heirs of the deceased. Probate records may 
include dockets (court calendars), recorded wills, administrator’s records, inventories of estates, sheriff’s 
sales, or judgments. Microfilmed probate records for nearly every county in the U.S., are located at the 
Family History Library in Salt Lake City. To find them, go to the www.familysearch.org site. Do a “place” 
search for a state, then click on “Review Related Places” to see a list of the counties for that state. The topics 
listed include probate records, and a review of what records have been filmed can be located quickly. 

7. Private Death Records (Insurance Papers, Medical Records, Etc.). If the deceased had insurance, there is 
undoubtedly a record of the death within the insurance company’s files. There may be much more 
information concerning the deceased’s survivors, and the disposition of an estate. Hospital records are almost 
always closed, but a close family member may be able to get some information; and records at a Doctor’s 
Office are also usually closed, but again, close family members may be given access. The cover sheet of a 
patient’s file in a Hospital, Nursing Home, or Doctor’s Office, is almost always the page containing vital 
information, including birth, marriage, divorce, occupation, health insurance, and name of closest kin or 
person to contact in an emergency. A close family member should be able to access that information. 

8. Coroner and Medical Examiner Records exist for any person who died under suspicious conditions, or for 
whom an autopsy was performed, or in most cases for people who died outside of a hospital. Coroner records 
are public records kept at the county level in virtually all states. In addition to the circumstances of the death, 
there may be vital details about the deceased. Locating a Coroner or Medical Examiner for a county is not 
difficult. Many have their own websites, or are part of a county government website. Do a Google search 
using keywords such as “Coroner King County.” The office of a Medical Examiner is used in some counties 
or cities in lieu of the office of coroner. 

9. Military Records for deceased veterans are public records. The National Archives and Records 
Administration, National Personnel Records Center (Military Records Facility) is located at 9700 Page Ave., 
St. Louis, MO 63132-5100. Write for a form SF-80 to request copies from any soldier or sailor’s military file. 
Their online website is at www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/index.html. Next of kin to a 
deceased veteran can access data online. Others need to use the form SF-80 to obtain information about the 
deceased veteran. 

10. Church Records. A death record may be recorded within a church’s records, plus information about a 
burial. Check www.cyndislist.com under the category “Religion and Church” to survey what is available 
online. 

Go get the death records! A death certificate is not enough, and may not even be correct. If you know a 
person’s exact date and place of death, there are several more sources relating to a person’s death. If you get 
these other death records, you will certainly learn more about your ancestors. 
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Daniel, Ellen Scott Wilson 17 Nov 1851 29 May 1914 
Wife of James Nathaniel Daniel. Daughter of Goodridge A. Wilson and Margaret Nicholson 
Reid Wilson. 

Daniel, James Nathaniel 4 Jul 1849 9 Jul 1922 
Husband of Ellen Scott Wilson Daniel. 

Daniel, Nellie Wilson 1 Jul 1893 11 Sep 1944 
Daughter of James Nathaniel Daniel and Ellen Scott Wilson Daniel. 

Daniel, Norvell W. 25 Sep 1889 5 Mar 1924 
Son of James Nathaniel Daniel and Ellen Scott Wilson Daniel. 

Gregory, Nannie Wilson 28 Apr 1848 8 Jun 1937 
Wife of A.H. Gregory. Daughter of Goodridge A. Wilson and Margaret Nicholson Reid 
Wilson. 

Reid, Margaret 17 May 1869 18 Jan 1935 
Daughter of Dr. William Reid and Josephine Morton Reid. 

Wilson, Charles Julian 13 Jun 1895 11 Sep 1983 
Husband of Rachel Eugenia Howard Wilson. Son of Goodridge Alexander Wilson and 
Margaret Frayser Wilson. 

Wilson, Clemmie Reid 18 Aug 1842 10 Jan 1931 
Daughter of Goodridge A. Wilson and Margaret Nicholson Reid Wilson. 

Wilson, Daniel Allen 8 Oct 1848 25 Jan 1865 
Son of William Venable Wilson and Grace Anne Macon Wilson. First burial in this 
cemetery. 

Wilson, Elizabeth Woodson "Lizzie" (Miss) May 1840 17 Mar 1910 
Daughter of Goodridge A. Wilson and Margaret Nicholson Reid Wilson. 

Wilson, Goodridge Alexander 6 Nov 1849 13 Oct 1933 
Husband of Margaret Frayser Wilson. Son of Goodridge A. Wilson and Margaret Nicholson 
Reid Wilson. 

Wilson, Margaret Frayser 7 Oct 1861 17 Jan 1931 
Wife of Goodridge Alexander Wilson. Daughter of Robert B. Frayser and Agnes Wilson 
Frayser. 

Wilson, Margaret Nicholson Reid Feb 1816 Feb 1887 
Wife of Goodridge A. Wilson. Daughter of William Shields Reid and Clementina Frances 
Venable Reid. 

Wilson, Margaret Ringgold 25 Aug 1846 9 May 1875 
Daughter of Goodridge A. Wilson and Margaret Nicholson Reid Wilson. 

Wilson, Mary Grace 11 Feb 1844 13 Jan 1931 
Daughter of Goodridge A. Wilson and Margaret Nicholson Reid Wilson. 

Wilson, Rachel Euginia Howard 13 May 1898 12 Jan 1966 
Wife of Charles Julian Wilson. Daughter of  George Sidney Howard and Nancy Anne Pugh 
Howard. 
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Wilson, Robert Bentley 10 Apr 1889 3 May 1976 
Son of Goodridge Alexander Wilson and Margaret Frayser Wilson. 

 
Location - west of Hwy 15 off a path across from Stovall Rd, about 1.5 miles north of Stovall. 
 
Coordinates: 36d 28m 12.0s N; 78d 33m 49.0s W 
 
Directions: From intersection of Hwy 15 and Main Street in Stovall, travel north on Hwy 15 for 1.5 miles. 
Turn left on the path across from Stovall Rd. Travel up the path about 0.3 mile. The cemetery is on the 
right about 200 feet. This is on private property. 
 
Surveyed by Suzanne Fathauer and her son, Bill Fathauer in October 2011. Additional information 
recorded by Presley Davis. Updates by Allen Dew in June 2017. 
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Harris, E. Laura 1851 1885 
  

Jones, Celestia Vie 6 May 1852 25 Jan 1925 
Daughter of Robert A. Jones and Mary Ann Mayes Jones. 

Jones, J. J. W. "Uncle" 1821 1895 
  

Jones, Mary Ann Mayes 29 Apr 1819 1879 
Wife of Robert A. Jones. 

Jones, Mary Robert "Mollie" 29 Mar 1863 23 Jul 1935 
Daughter of Robert A. Jones and Mary Ann Mayes Jones. 

Jones, Robert A. 31 Jul 1811 1879 
Husband of Mary Ann Mayes Jones. He was born in Virginia. 

Jones, William Mayes 18 Dec 1854 8 Mar 1943 
Widowed. Husband of Jeanette Jones. Son of Robert A. Jones and Mary Ann Mayes Jones. 
Died in the Masonic Home in Greensboro NC. 

 
 
Location - on Wayside Farm Rd, about 0.7 mile south of NC Hwy 96, on the right. 
 
Coordinates: 36d 05m 52.1s N; 78d 33m 37.3s W 
 
These are the kinfolk of Garland Catlett on his mother's side of his family. The cemetery is on the property 
at 1607 Wayside Farm Rd. 
 
Survey by Brenda Caddell in August 2017. 
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Gay, Polly 1822 Unknown 
Neice of George or Elizabeth Hester? 

Hester, Elizabeth 1800 1882 
Wife of George Hester. Amy Wilson's Mother. 

Hester, George W. 1810 1892 
Husband of Elizabeth Hester. Amy Wilson's Father. 

Neathery, George Alfred 3 Sep 1895 1898 
Son of William Thomas Neathery and Martha Wilson Neathery. 

Neathery, Martha Wilson "Mattie" 1874 1900 
Wife of William Thomas Neathery. Married 18 Aug 1890. He is buried at Island Creek 
Baptist Church. Daughter of James D. Wilson and Amy A. Hester Wilson. 

Newman, Linda A. Wilson "Lundy" 1878 26 Mar 1930 
Wife of Richard T. Newman. Married 14 Nov 1900. Daughter of James and Amy Wilson. 

Newman, Lois Virginia 1909 1910 
Daughter of Richard T. Newman and Linda A Wilson Newman. Age 12 months. 

Newman, Richard T. 1877 8 Sep 1931 
Husband of Linda A. Wilson Newman. Married 14 Nov 1900. 

Norwood, Cornelia (Miss) 1851 1930 
Sister of Mollie E. Norwood Wilson. 

Norwood, Miranda Wilson 1835 Aft 1900 
Daughter of Robert Wilson. 

Wilson, Amy A. Hester 1833 1899 
Wife of James D. Wilson. Married 1848. Had 9 children. Daughter of George W. Hester and 
Elizabeth Hester. 

Wilson, Anna 1868 Aft 1870 
Relationship not known. 

Wilson, Charles David 1929 1929 
Son of Arthur Wilson and Rosa Belle Harp Wilson. 

Wilson, David 1838 Unknown 
Son of Martha Wilson? 

Wilson, David Daniel 15 Jan 1865 2 Aug 1925 
Husband of Lizzie Norwood Wilson. Son of James and Amy Wilson. 

Wilson, Francis E. "Frank" 29 Aug 1860 14 Apr 1916 
Husband of Mollie E. Norwood. Married 1879. Son of James and Amy Wilson. 

Wilson, George Edward "Capp" 1849 1912 
Husband of Susan N. Cutts Wilson. Son of James D. Wilson and Amy A. Hester Wilson. 

Wilson, Hazel 1918 10 Feb 1920 
Daughter of George "Lee" Wilson and Mary "Mae" Neathery Wilson. 

Wilson, Infant Child 1934 1934 
Child of Coley and Ruby Wilson. 

Wilson, Infant Child Unknown Unknown 
Child of William Wilson and Artellia Wilson. 
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Wilson, Infant Child Unknown Unknown 
Child of David Daniel Wilson and Lizzie M. Norwood Wilson. 

Wilson, Infant Child 1 Unknown Unknown 
Child of Francis E. Wilson and Mollie E. Norwood Wilson. 

Wilson, Infant Child 2 Unknown Unknown 
Child of Francis E. Wilson and Mollie E. Norwood Wilson. 

Wilson, Infant Son 1916 1916 
Son of Louis Arros Wilson and Ada Cullom Wilson Beasley. 

Wilson, James D. 1828 1882 
Husband of Amy A. Hester Wilson. Married 1848. Had 9 children. 

Wilson, John Augustus 1855 15 Oct 1937 
Husband of Sarah Elizabeth Satterwhite Wilson. Married 5 Jan 1876. Son of James and Amy 
Wilson. 

Wilson, Juliett 1906 1906 
Daughter of Luther Wilson and Mollie E. Norwood Wilson. 

Wilson, Louis Arros 1887 1918 
Husband of Ada Cullom Wilson Beasley. Son of Francis E. Wilson and Mollie E. Norwood 
Wilson. 

Wilson, Lucy 1850 1861 
Daughter of James D. Wilson and Amy A. Hester Wilson. 

Wilson, Martha 1822 Unknown 
Sister of James D. Wilson and Joseph Peter Wilson. 

Wilson, Mattie 1896 1899 
Daughter of Robert Thomas Wilson and Ora Rebecca Wilson Wilson. 

Wilson, Mollie E. Norwood 1851 1932 
Wife of Francis E. Wilson. Married 1879. 

Wilson, Nancy 1832 Aft 1900 
Sister of Miranda Wilson Norwood. 

Wilson, Nannie O. 1888 1901 
Daughter of George Edward Wilson and Susan N. Cutts Wilson. 

Wilson, Nellie Ismay 1904 1907 
Daughter of James Wilson and Ida Wilson. 

Wilson, Ora Rebecca "Sis" Wilson 1870 15 Feb 1936 
Wife of Robert Thomas Wilson. Daughter of James D. Wilson and Amy A. Hester Wilson. 

Wilson, Patsy 1848 Aft 1870 
Relationship not known. 

Wilson, Rebecca 1826 Aft 1880 
Niece of George or Elizabeth Hester. 

Wilson, Richard 1904 1907 
Son of Robert Thomas Wilson and Ora Rebecca Wilson Wilson. 

Wilson, Robert 1822 Aft 1870 
Relationship not known. 
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Wilson, Robert Thomas "Bob' 1863 18 May 1927 
Husband of Ora Rebecca Wilson Wilson. 

Wilson, Roger 1827 Aft 1880 
Nephew of George or Elizabeth Hester? 

Wilson, Samuel 1873 Unknown 
Nephew of George or Elizabeth Hester? 

Wilson, Sarah Elizabeth Satterwhite 9 Dec 1850 15 May 1932 
Wife of John Augustus  Wilson. Married 5 Jan 1876. 

Wilson, Simon R. 1855 Aft 1900 
Brother of Robert Thomas Wilson. 

 
 
Location - on the Clyde Wilson Farm off Wilsontown Road, Stovall. 
 
Coordinates: 36d 26m 42.1s N; 78d 32m 17.5s W 
 
Directions: From the intersection of Hwy 15 and Main Street in Stovall, go north on Hwy 15 for 0.4 mile. 
Turn right onto Wilsontown Rd and go 1.7 miles. Turn right at the home of Jimmy Wilson and go to the 
end of the road. Park in Clyde Wilson's yard. The cemetery is about 400 yards back of Clyde's house and 
50 yards left off a farm road. 
 
Survey by Jackie Elliott Brown in June 2017. 
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